
‘As He Walked’ 

The “disciple whom Jesus loved,” and to whom some of the deepest things of God were revealed both by 
Jesus in person and by the Holy Spirit, has written by inspiration of the Spirit, concerning Christ, “He 
who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6). In like manner the 
Apostle Peter has written, “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His 
steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 

To be a Christian is to be a follower of Christ. The Christian is one in whom the life and character of 
Christ are being reproduced. This is universally admitted, because the very name implies it; and yet 
there are many professed Christians who at times will talk as though the one thing necessary for a 
Christian was to be as unlike Christ as possible. On certain occasions they will argue to the effect that if 
Christ did a thing that is of itself sufficient reason for our not doing the same thing. 

As an illustration of this, we quote the following from a letter written us by one who expresses the utmost 
astonishment that we should keep, and teach others to keep, the Sabbath of the fourth commandment—the 
seventh day of the week. He says: — 

“According to your contention Christians are still under the law, whereas it is evident to readers of the 
New Testament they are under grace, Christ having fulfilled the law for them.” 

We quote this because it expresses a very common idea. Perhaps nine out of ten, who object to keeping 
the Sabbath of the law of God, will give as their reason for not keeping it the fact that Christ kept the law. 

Not Under the Law 
Before taking up this point, however, we must state again that we do not teach nor believe that Christians 
are under the law. Most emphatically they are not. And the reason why they are not is that they keep the 
law, even as Christ did. The Psalmist wrote, “And I will walk at liberty,  for I seek Your precepts” (Ps. 
119:45). 

“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). Now the Apostle Paul writes, “For sin shall not have 
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? Certainly not! (Rom. 6:14, 15). There is no necessity for any 
misapprehension as to what it is to be under the law, for the apostle says that those who are not under the 
law do not sin; that sin has no dominion over them. That is to say, they do not transgress the law. The 
man, therefore, who is not under the law, is the man who keeps the law. Christians are under grace, and 
the grace of God saves from the transgression of the law. 

Fulfilling the Law 
We come now to the thought that we do not need to keep the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, 
because Christ kept or fulfilled the law. This is an acknowledgement of two things, namely, that the 
seventh day of the week is the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and that Christ kept it. But let us see 
how it will work to say that we are absolved from the duty of keeping the Sabbath because Christ fulfilled 
the law. 

“What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” Remember that there is more in the law than the 
simple keeping of the Sabbath, and that it all stands together as a unit. The answer which the Lord 
approved, and which He Himself gave on one occasion, is this: “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as 
yourself” (Luke 10:26, 27). This is the whole law. 
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Now let us for a moment accept as true the statement that we need not keep the seventh day, according to 
the law, because Christ fulfilled the law, and see to what it leads us. It is true that Christ fulfilled the law. 
It is also true that the principal part of the law is, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart” 
etc. Now it is certain that Christ fulfilled this commandment. What we must conclude then, according to 
the theory before us, is that we do not need to love the Lord our God, since Christ did it for us! 

The second great commandment of the law is, “and ‘your neighbor as yourself.” But Christ fulfilled the 
law for us; therefore we do not need to love our neighbor at all! 

Or to go into particulars, the commandment says, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain.” But Christ fulfilled the law for us, reverencing the name of the Father; therefore we may curse and 
swear! The commandment says, “You shall not murder,” and, “You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor.” Christ fulfilled this part of the law also for us, and so Christians may murder and lie! 

“No, no,” objects our friend, “that is no part of Christianity.” And so say we. Our friend will say that 
Christians must reverence the name of God, must honor their parents, must not kill, steal, commit 
adultery, bear false witness, nor covet; and so say we, because the Bible says so. The fact that Jesus Christ 
loved the Father, was obedient to His earthly parents, did no violence to any person, and always witnessed 
the truth, is no reason why Christians should not do the same, but is the strongest reason why they should 
obey those commandments. So the fact that Jesus kept the Sabbath, —the very day enjoined by the fourth 
commandment, the seventh day, —is the strongest reason why Christians should keep it also. There is no 
argument against the Sabbath that does not strike equally against every commandment of the law. The 
law is one, and he that offends in one point “is guilty of all.” 

Christ’s Life in Us 
Christ fulfilled “all righteousness.” What for? Was it in order that we might be free from righteousness? 
No, because we were already free from righteousness. He fulfilled all righteousness in order that we 
might be freed from all sin. God sent His own Son, “that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3, 4). 

“For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:10). But bear in mind that the life of 
Christ does us no good unless it is in us. “Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? —
unless indeed you are disqualified” (2 Cor. 13:5). So, if the life of Christ is not “made manifest in our 
body” (2 Cor. 4:10), we are not Christians at all. It is not the mere fact that Jesus kept the law 
eighteen hundred years ago that saves us, but it is the fact that He still lives, that His life now is the 
same as it was then, and that He lives in us, and fulfills the law in us, not outside of us. 

“By one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). Notice that it is not simply that by 
the obedience of One we are accounted righteous, but that it is by Christ’s obedience that we are 
actually made righteous. His obedience is not a substitute for our disobedience, but it is actually our 
righteousness. Oneness with Christ is the Christian standard. We are “crucified with Christ,” “buried 
with Him by baptism into death,” “risen with Christ,” in order that we might also “live with Him.” He set 
the example when He was on earth, and now He is to walk over the same road in us. 

There is altogether too much failure to recognize what true Christianity is. Too many seem to think it 
is sufficient to acknowledge that Jesus Christ once came in the flesh, was crucified, buried, and raised, 
forgetting that true Christianity is the present life of Christ in human flesh. “Every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God” (1 John 4:2, 3). It is not enough to confess that Jesus 
Christ once came in the flesh; we must confess that He even now is come in the flesh, even ours, and that 
He is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8), and that therefore His life in us must be the 
same that it was eighteen hundred years ago in Judea and Galilee. 
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Let us not therefore think that since Jesus fulfilled the law we may ignore any part of it, but rather 
remember, “He that says he abides in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked.” 
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